various fashions and have moulded bases.
The spendrills of the arches are decorated
with sunken rossettes and their imposts
carry wooden tie-beams for strength. The
present small minaret was added during
the restoration of 1397 A.D.

THE MOSQUE OF AMIR TALAI
1160 A.D.

0 After crucifying Al-
Bata'ihi, Khalifa Al-Amir fell a victim to
^Ismailian assassins in 1131 A.D. Since
he had no male issue, he was succeeded
by his cousin Al-Hafiz. The reign of Al-
Haflz and that of his successor Az-Zafir, is
marred by the continual contests of rival
ministers supported by factions in the
army. The murder of Az-Zafir by his
vazir Abbas, brought Al-Faiz, a child of
four to the throne. The butchery of the
Khalifa's relatives by Abbas roused such
a storm of indignation, that he had to
flee for safety towards Syria, but he was
killed by the Franks on the way. During
this tumult the people of Egypt and the
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